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Sundays: 
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LUKEõS LETTER 
A Newsletter of the People of St. Lukeõs Episcopal Church, Altoona, Pennsylvania 

A Message from Our Interim Rector 
Dear Friends, 

     With the cooler temperatures of September 

comes a wonderful line-up of fall programs and 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎΦ 5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ 

new Sunday School programs, the kick-off of this 

ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ 

of the Animals, the Holiday Bazaar, and a parish 

retreat at Fort Roberdeau appear elsewhere in  

this newsletter, and that only takes us into early 

October! There is so much happening here!  

Thanks to all of you, your energy and your love.  

     We continue to move through interim time. 

Reports are that the Discernment Committee is  

on track, which means that during these next few 

months we all need to begin to prepare for that 

άƴŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎέ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎΦ !ƴŘ 

that is the fifth and final interim task (and you all 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ LΩŘ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴΗύΦ  

     This requires openness of mind and heart. Dur-

ing the last eight months, we have walked together 

in the space between the past and the future, a 

space designed to enable us to, perhaps, let go of 

some old patterns and expectations. Now we turn 

our gaze toward the road ahead. In what ways can 

we listen for the Spirit? What attitudes and prac-

tices may we adopt, so as to be able to discern 

DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΚ  

     As in all things, we are called to prayer. And let 

me share just one insight on this complex topic ς 

one that I manage to remember some of the time, 

at least. And that is, prayer is not just saying 

ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΤ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ 

awareness. Prayer is recognizing that God is speak-

ing and guiding all the time; the difficulties we 

have usually have to do with our lack of attention.  

     So try to take some time to listen ς both in com-

munity and on your own. Listen to your memories 

and to your hopes. Listen to possibilities. Listen to 

unexpected ideas from unusual sources. And trust 

that the community that offers itself wholeheart-

edly to being open will be guided in the way it 

should go.    

     Many blessings, 
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Calendars 10-11 

     ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 

Education lineup for our children. Primary grades will 

enjoy a combination of GODLY PLAY (see page 3), 

ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ƻƴŎŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘύ ŀƴŘ ά{ǇŀǊƪέΣ ŀƴ 

Augsburg Fortress curriculum designed to activate 

faith on all other Sundays.  Junior and Senior High 

students will be offered a newly designed program 

ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά/ŀƴ ²Ŝ /ƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΚέ  

     In August, every parish household with children of 

Sunday School age was sent a letter that explained 

the different age groups and the Sunday morning 

schedule.  Anyone who has questions or who did not 

receive the letter is asked to contact Barb Stalter or 

Leslie Rupp for information.  

     We are looking forward to seeing everyone at Sun-

day School.  Please feel free to bring a friend! 

Sunday School Starts on Rally Day, September 13! 

     Kathy Skebeck has graciously invited us all to her 

home in Dysart on Sunday afternoon, September 13, 

beginning at 2:30 pm, for an exciting hayride and an 

afternoon of fun.  We will enjoy a pot-luck lunch after 

ǘƘŜ млΥмр ŀƳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ YŀǘƘȅΩǎΦ  

(See Barb Stalter for details about the potluck.)  Bring a 

change of clothes and anything else you may need to 

enjoy the outdoors with your parish family. Kathy sug-

gests that you bring a lawn chair or two for sitting 

around the fire.  Signup sheets and directions are 

posted on the bulletin boards.  Please sign up because 

we need to know how many are coming.   

     Barbara Stalter is organizing this, so please contact 

her if you need to have more information or if you 

have any questions. (Phone Barb at 944-5156 or 

Email her at democraticmom@gmail.com). 

Potluck Lunch and Parish Hayride on Rally Sunday 
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     Amon Maate is still in Kasese Secondary 
School. He is now in senior four (the last class in 
ordinary secondary level). Amon is a very hard-
working student in class. Though he walks about 
8km to school, his performance is still above av-
erage. Despite the financial constraints at home, 
he is committed to his studies. 
     !ƳƻƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ǳǇ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǊƻŀŘǎƛŘŜ 

business selling tomatoes. Income from the sale of tomatoes 
supplements her gardening which is not doing well due to pro-
longed drought being experienced in Kasese District. 
     If given an opportunity, Amon hopes to join advanced secon-
ŘŀǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƛƴ нлмнΦ !ŦǘŜǊ Ψ!Ω ƭŜǾŜƭǎΣ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
be able to join University or College. 
     In respect to leadership roles, Amon is a school counselor and 
he is one of the BMCF peer educators. He is one person who has 
not failed to give BMCF reports, both at school and in the com-
ƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜŜǊǎ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭǎΦ ά!ƴŘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ǿŜƭƭ 
with children, it is because we have a supportive team of chil-
ŘǊŜƴ ƭƛƪŜ !ƳƻƴέΣ ǎŀȅǎ !ƴƴŀ bȅŀƴƎƻƳŀΣ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘκ
program coordinator  for the Bishop Masereka Foundation in 
Uganda. 

     Alex Mugisha transferred from Kilembe sec-
ondary school to Bwera Primary Teachers College 
after completing Senior Four.  He is studying to 
become a primary (elementary) teacher.  Alex 
performed very well at his final examinations of 
Senior Four. He passed in grade A and, if he had 
the means, he would proceed to Advanced level. 
He reasoned, however, that if he fails to receive 

University fees in future, he would first acquire teaching skills.  
Those would definitely land him a teaching job after the course.  
!ǎ ŀƴ ŀǎƛŘŜΣ άaŀƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Řƻǿƴ ƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎέΣ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŜŘ aǎΦ bȅŀƴƎƻƳŀΦ 
     Mugisha is one of the success stories for the BMCF.  He is one 
person who helps us educate other students in life skills. He is a 
very good mobilizer wherever he is and he loves God.  In Bwera 
Teachers College, he is already a Scripture Union leader, and yet 
he has only one term in at the school. He likes serving other stu-
dents and he will always ask us what we have for students dur-
ing holidays so that he can participate.  
     !ōƻǳǘ !ƭŜȄΣ aǎΦ bȅŀƴƎƻƳŀ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ άIŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ 
grateful for the sponsorship.  If he would write to you, he would 
ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ōƻƻƪΗέ  

Our Ugandan Scholars 

Alex Mugisha  Amon Maate  

     In June, David and Cynthia Myers of St. Andrews, St. College 
visited Campinas, Brazil where Rev. Sergio Pacheco and his wife, 
Rosanna greeted them at Sao Andre and Sao Lucas.  (Sao Lucas is 
the name given to the Campos Elisios mission point by Fr. Sergio 
in honor of our companionship there.)  They said it was wonder-
ful to see them, but felt the absence of Isaque Kimpara, friend of 
many years, who had passed away a few weeks before they ar-
rived.  With his wife Magali, Isaque, the parish senior warden 
and a moving force behind the Cool Saturday program, and an-
other parishioner, Mario Gravem Borges, had spent two weeks 
at St. Andrew's in the fall of 2006.  (You may remember that 
ǘƘŜȅ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
them.   
     After arriving in Campinas, the Myers were entertained by 
Rev. Eric, Nori, Rev. Sergio, and Rosanna, both at home and at 
the Taquaral Park, a nearby ecological oasis. During that time 
they discussed recent events and were very moved when Magali 
told them that she and Isaqui had worked together as soul 
ƳŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƻƭ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
in the lives of the city's shantytown children.  
     It was winter in Campinas, but the sunshine was warm, the 
sky was blue and they spent time under the mango trees.   
Mario then escorted them to the University of Campinas 
(sometimes called the MIT of Brazil) where Brazilian friends who 
had studied at Penn State hosted them on a tour of campus and 
for lunch at the university's "subtropical" Nittany Lion Inn.  
      The climax of their visit was an evening at the rectory, hosted 
by Rev. Sergio and the vestry of Santo Andre. In addition to the 
vestry, Rev. Sergio and Rev. Eric, they were joined by several 

individuals who had been received into membership at Santo 
Andre over the past several months. One of the new members, 
Fatima, an accomplished musician and music teacher, has devel-
oped an Anglican chorale that performs at civic events in Campi-
nas.  
     Attention turned to the Cool Saturday project for shantytown 
children, which has been made possible by generous support 
ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ōȅ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎΦ  wŜǾΦ {ŜǊƎƛƻ ǎŀƛŘ 
that the Cool Saturday now serves more than thirty-five children 
and that the parish was looking for ways to increase that num-
ber by one-third before the end of the year. Nori then showed 
clips from videos that he and Rev. Sergio had taken of children 
participating in Cool Saturday activities, as well as video material 
of activities at both Santo Andre and the Sao Lucas mission 
point. The Myers were especially moved by depiction of the chil-
dren's presentation during Lent of the Passion, Resurrection and 
Ascension of Christ, saying they could feel the presence of their 
friend Isaque, the cinematographer who had filmed the pag-
eantry weeks before.  
     The next morning they left for Rio de Janeiro, where Cynthia 
grew up.  There David participated in a professional meeting. On 
the flight to Rio, they relived their time with their companions at 
Santo Andre and gave thanks to God for the companionship 
shared with them. Cynthia remarked that she hopes, before 
ƭƻƴƎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
also have the opportunity to visit our companion parishes.   
     http://www.igrejaanglicana.org.br/page000.aspx is the new 
web site that Rev. Sergio has developed.  The text is in Portu-
guese but you may be interested in seeing, if not reading it. 

News from Our Companion Parish 

http://www.igrejaanglicana.org.br/page000.aspx
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      In their activities for the upcoming years, the Youth Group will 
be also be addressing positive change in their activities.  We will be 
making positive changes at St. Luke's in the form of helping the 
Property Committee.  We will be making positive changes in our 
community as we assist with the Salvation Army meals and the Love 
Feast meals.  We will also be acting globally as we, once again, 

participate in the 30-Hour Famine.       
 No, we did not forget.  We will be having fun along the way as 
well! Our first outing will be bowling in September.  Stay tuned for 
the date and time! You may bring your friends to any youth group 
activity as well. We look forward to an exciting and busy year!  
                                   - Scott and Amy Woomer, Youth Group Advisors 

Youth Group Plans for 2009-2010 

     An introduction to GODLY PLAY will open our Sunday School pro-
gram year on September 13.  GODLY PLAY is a method of spiritual 
formation designed to draw children gently into relationship with 
God and the story of God's people.   
     Please arrive by 9:15 am on Rally Sunday in order to register, be-

cause we will start promptly at 9:30 am.   All children ages 2-12 are 
welcome. 
     GODLY PLAY will also take place on October 4, November 11, and 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нфΦ   hƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
birth with the congregation at the 5:30 pm family service. 

About GODLY PLAY  

New for Junior/Senior High Students - Can We Change the World?  
     ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΚέ  ά²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ƻǳǘ 

there, making a real difference in the lives of people in 

ƴŜŜŘΚέ  ά²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L Řƻ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΚέ  

²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀƭƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

installment of Christian Education for grades 7-12.  For five 

weeks, beginning September 13, we will use YouTube, news 

clips and other media to learn about people and organizations that 

are making a difference.   Come ready to talk, listen, and learn.  Your 

ideas matter! 

      Can We Change the World? will kick off St. Luke's newly 

designed Sunday school program, led by Art Remillard, parish 

parent and Professor of Religious Studies at St. Francis 

University, for junior and senior high youth.  Our tentative 

plan is to conduct two five-week segments in both the fall 

and the spring.  Topics might include doubt and belief, 

religion in the news, social justice, and finding meaning in our world.  

We will use all kinds of media to begin thinking and talking together.   

     Beginning Sunday September 20th, the adult formation offering at 
9:30 am will be based on the long-running PBS series entitled: άол 
DƻƻŘ aƛƴǳǘŜǎέΦ The class will consider a selection of inspirational 
videos and ǘŜȄǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ religious 
thinkers, stories of personal faith, and reflections on spiritual topics.  
     άол DƻƻŘ aƛƴǳǘŜǎέ is a weekly ecumenical and interfaith program 
produced by the Chicago Sunday Evening Club, (CSEC) on WTTW 11 
(PBS) in Chicago. /{9/ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ άǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ 
and ideas that enrich spiritual life, engaging people of many faiths, to 
ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜΦέ bƻǘ ŀ ōŀŘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ол 
ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻƴ ŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΗ  
     Penny Lescher will lead the first six sessions and the group will then 
decide if additional sessions would be of interest.  
September 20: Repairing the World ς three contemporary female 

missionaries in Israel, Africa and East St. Louis 
September 27: Hope and Healing ς three women involved in healing 

ministries with HIV/AIDS, stroke, and accidents  
October 4: Robert Brown - άWŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŎŀǇŜƎƻŀǘέ A native of 

Chicago, Illinois, Fr. Barron was educated at Catholic University of 
America in  Washington, D.C. and the Catholic Institute of Paris. 
Ordained to the priesthood in 1986, he is currently Professor of 
Systematic Theology at  St. Mary University of the Lake-
Mundelein Seminary  outside Chicago. Robert is the author of 
several books and conducts frequent retreats and workshops.  

October 11: Edward Beck - άIƻǇŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ 9ȄƛƭŜέ   Fr. Beck is a 

writer and Roman Catholic Priest from the Passionist Community, 
living in New York City. His books include God Underneath and the 
soon to be released Soul Provider: Spiritual Steps to Limitless Love. 
Fr. Beck is working on a new screenplay and television pilot, and 
leads retreats and workshops throughout the world. 

 October 18: J. Brent Bill - άIƻƭȅ hǊŘƛƴŀǊȅέ J. Brent Bill is Executive Vice 
President of the Indianapolis Center for Congregations, an 
organization created by the Lilly Endowment to help 
congregations find solutions to pressing, practical problems. Brent 
ƛǎ ŀ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ CǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ vǳŀƪŜǊǎΦ IŜΩǎ 
been a local pastor and seminary professor, and is the author of 
two books on Quaker spirituality. The most recent is called Mind 
the Light: Learning to See with Spiritual Eyes. 

October 25: Patrick Brennan - ά¢ƘŜ ²ŀȅ ƻŦ CƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎέ Fr. Brennan 
is Pastor of Holy Family Roman Catholic Church in Inverness, IL, a 
large and vibrant parish outside of Chicago. For thirteen years, Fr. 
Brennan was the Director of the Office of Evangelization for the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago, where he developed 
innovative renewal programs for local churches. An expert in the 
field of evangelization and church renewal, he has consulted 
throughout the country. Fr. Brennan is a psychotherapist, author, 
and the host of a weekly radio program. His upcoming book is 
called The Way of Forgiveness. 

!Řǳƭǘ CƻǊǳƳ ǘƻ tǊŜǎŜƴǘ ±ƛŘŜƻǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻǇƛŎǎ ŦǊƻƳ άол DƻƻŘ aƛƴǳǘŜǎέ 
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Help Wanted for Cruise-In    

     Saturday, September 5th, from noon-9 pm, help is requested to 

assist with set-up, clean-up or during the event itself which takes 

place from 3-8 pm. Successful candidates will possess the following 

abilities: putting on and removing aprons/plastic gloves; scooping 

and handing out food and soda; making change; lifting things up and 

putting things down again; and working a dishcloth. Sense of humor 

a plus, but we can train you. The pay is terrible 

(nothing!); however, those who work set-up or 

clean-up shift will be paid double.  Benefit package is 

IŜŀǾŜƴƭȅΦ tǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

Budget. Sign-up sheets are in the church entryway 

and outside the choir room. 

Holiday Bazaar 

     On Saturday, October 10th from 9 am -2 pm, the auditorium will be 
filled with the sights, sounds and spirit of the Christmas Season as we 
Ƙƻǎǘ ŀ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ .ŀȊŀŀǊ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘΦ  
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƭƭ ǾŜƴŘƻǊ ǎǇƻǘǎ ŦƻǊ Ϸнр ǇŜǊ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ƙƻǎǘ ŀ 
ǘŀōƭŜ ƻŦ άŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŘŜƭŜŎǘŀōƭŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛǘŜƳǎΦ   
     ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƛƴƎ ά.ŀȊŀŀǊ .ǳŘŘƛŜǎέ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŀȅǎΥ 

Tell your Crafty Friends! Let potential vendors know about 

the Bazaar; encourage them to call for more information 

Take flyers to any festivals, etc.,  you attend this summer 

Help at the Bazaar or be a part of the Set-up Crew or Clean-
up Crew 

Donate craft items or some of the menu items for sale 
     For more information, contact Anna Fleck, Fundraising Chairper-
son at afleck3@aol.com.  

Parish Retreat Slated for October 17 

     ά/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ {ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ 5ƛǎŎŜǊƴƳŜƴǘέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ
-wide retreat to be held at Fort Roberdeau, under the direction of 
the Rev. Barry R. Folmar, Pastor of St. John Lutheran Church in 
Bellefonte.  Dr. Folmar,  who received a D.Min. in Spiritual Forma-
tion from the Lutheran Theological Seminary and an M.A. in Chris-
ǘƛŀƴ {ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ /ǊŜƛƎƘǘƻƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ Ƙŀǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ 

pastoral experience and also served as Director of Spiritual Forma-
tion for the Lower Susquehanna Synod of the ELCA for twelve 
years.  He provides spiritual direction for a number of Lutheran 
and Episcopal clergy and laypeople in the area.  
     Please mark your calendars! All are welcome.  More details will 
follow as they become available. 

     hƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфΣΣ ǘƘŜ aŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 
ǊŜǎǳƳŜǎ ƛǘǎ у ŀƳ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ YƛƴƎΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΣ 
3000 6th Avenue. Following a fellowship breakfast, the 
group will relocate to the Old Rectory for Bible study. The 

Gospel reading for the upcoming Sunday is read from several transla-
tions and discussed. Study is usually finished by 9:45 am.        
     Please consider joining the group for good eats and good conver-
sation. Men of all ages and all church denominations are welcome. 

aŜƴΩǎ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ǘƻ wŜǎǳƳŜ 

October Save-the-Date to Bless Our Pets 

     {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƴƛƳŀƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ 
Sunday, October 4 at  1 pm in the EADS parking lot behind the Parish 
Hall. Once again, we will be joined by Father Frank and parishioners 
from Our Lady of the Mount Carmel Catholic Church. Plan to bring 

your pets, large and small, footed or finned, gently 
restrained, for their annual blessing in honor of the 
CŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ {ǘΦ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άƭƛǾŜέ ǇŜǘΣ ōǊƛƴƎ 
your favorite stuffed animal! 

     {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ά.ǳǊƴƛƴƎ .ƻƻƪǎέ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƴŜǿ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƴ aƻƴπ
day, September 28 in the Old Rectory with discussion of The Guern-
sey Potato Peel Pie and Literary Society by Mary Ann Shaffer & Annie 
Barrows.  Set in London and on the Isle of Guernsey just after World 
War II, the novel is a series of letters which charts the lead charac-
ǘŜǊΩǎ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ bŀȊƛ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DǳŜǊƴǎŜȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

trials of the locals who lived through it. 
     Burning Books ordinarily meets at 7 pm, but, for this 
first session, the group will assemble at 6 pm to begin 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƳŜŀƭ ƻŦ άǇƻǘŀǘƻ-ȅέ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ  /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ bŀƴŜǘǘŜ !ƴǎƭƛƴƎŜǊ ŦƻǊ 
more information and/or to indicate your intention to attend, espe-
cially, the first meeting.  Everyone is invited to participate!  

Burning Books 
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     hƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ноΣ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ 

held another successful Backpack 

Sunday, number 12, if you are 

counting.  This year 405 backpacks were filled and delivered to all 

school districts in Blair County. Each school sets its own need level 

ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ōŀŎƪǇŀŎƪǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘΦ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀǊŜ 

also reminded that they can call the church during the school year to 

have additional backpacks provided if their supply runs out.  

     This year Amy Falbo, chairperson of this outreach project, teamed 

ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ ²ŀȅΩǎΣ ά{ǘǳŦŦ ǘƘŜ .ǳǎέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

school supplies to be placed in the backpacks. Also, backpacks were 

ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ ²ŀȅ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŦƻǊ άYƛǘǎ п YƛŘǎέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

delivered additional needed 

backpacks to the church in one 

delivery. The Altoona Area 

{ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ CŀƳƛƭȅ [ƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ млл 

informational rulers to the project. And the efforts of Gail Loose, a 

parishioner, and manager at the East Freedom Wal-Mart,  allowed 

Amy to place an order for the remaining needed supplies and have 

them gathered up for a one-ǘƛƳŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ 

shoppers from traveling around to area Wal-Marts in Ebensburg, 

Johnstown and Huntingdon to gather the school supplies when they 

were on sale. Thanks to all our partners, our parishioners, and to the 

backpack subcommittee for another great success.   

Another successful Backpack Sunday 

The 2009 International Day of Prayer for Peace 

The 2009 International Day of Prayer for Peace 

September 21, 2009 

     The Interfaith Committee of the Ecumenical Council of 
DǊŜŀǘŜǊ !ƭǘƻƻƴŀ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŀƴάhƴ 9ŀǊǘƘ tŜŀŎŜέ ǎŜǊπ

vice for the annual World Council of Churches International Day of 

Prayer for Peace initiative on September 21, 2009, at 6:30pm at the 
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament here in Altoona. This date is the 
same as the U.N. International Day of Peace.  Further details are 
pending. Additional information will be communicated with the par-
ish through the Sunday bulletin as they become available.  
 

Family Day  
September 28, 2009 

     Dinner time is the perfect time to 

connect with your kids on a daily 

basis. Through the prayers of 

thanksgiving said before eating the 

array of favorite meals served and 

ǘƘŜ ƭƻŀŘǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǳƎƘǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ 

Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ ŦŜŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƳƛƴŘΣ ōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƭΦ  

     The parental engagement fostered during frequent family dinners 

can also help keep your kids substance free. More than a decade of 

research by The National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse 

at Columbia University has consistently found that the more often 

kids eat dinner with their families, the less likely they are to smoke, 

drink or use drugs.  

     Family Day ς A Day to Eat Dinner with Your ChildrenTM is a 

national movement, launched by The National Center on Addiction 

and Substance Abuse at Columbia University in 2001, that reminds 

parents that what your kids really want at the dinner table is YOU! 

Family Day will be celebrated nationwide on September 28, 2009.  

    Celebrate Family Day ς  A Day to Eat Dinner with Your ChildrenTM, 

Monday, September 28th, by joining parents all across the country in 

logging onto www.CASAFamilyDay.org to take the Family Day STAR 

Pledge to commit to:         

 ǒSpend time with your kids by having dinner together                    

 ǒTalk to them about their friends, interests and the        

      dangers of drugs and alcohol                                                                           

 ǒAnswer their questions and listen to what they say              

 ǒRecognize your power to keep your kids substance-free!   

Dinner Makes a Difference! 

A Day to Eat Dinner with Your Children 

     Thunderstorms, beginning at 3:30 am, forced organizers to 
postpone the closing ceremonies of the 2009 Northern Blair Relay for 
[ƛŦŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƛǘǎ άǿǊŀǇ-ǳǇ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎέ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ нуǘƘΦ I am extremely pleased 
ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǿƴ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ŀ 
certificate for being the Second Runner Up among all the teams for 
dollar amount raised. First Place went to the American Eagle (Tyrone 
tŀǇŜǊ aƛƭƭύ ŀƴŘ CƛǊǎǘ wǳƴƴŜǊ ¦Ǉ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ 5ŜƭDǊƻǎǎƻΩǎΦ How proud I am 
ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ {ǘ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
these two large companies! With so much help from the community, 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ wŜƭŀȅ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ϷрΣпрмΦттΦ   
     This amount also earned us another certificate for achieving the 
Gold Level ($5,000.00 or more) in fundraising.  Both certificates may 
be seen at church.   
     In all my years of participating in Relay for Life, this is the largest 

ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘΦ Hosting fundraising 
events that bring interest and support from the community has 
allowed our team to exceed our set goals in supporting this 
important mission.   
     The Northern Blair County Relay for Life is a small event (only 14 
teams) but we have heart, and we embrace each other as one big 
family in fighting the battle against cancer.  Altogether, the NBC 
Relay raised over $42,000.00.  Not bad huh!!  
      Sooooo, we are doing it again!!!  Mark your calendars.  
Wednesday, September 16th,  7 P.M. will be a meeting in the Old 
Rectory to KICK-OFF the 2010 Relay Season.  EVERYONE is welcome!  
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ŎƻƳŜΣ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ 
out if this Outreach Ministry is for you.   
                                                                                                                                                                     Charlotte Cooper, Chairperson 

Relay Wrap-up Successful 

http://www.idopp.onearthpeace.org/
http://www.idopp.onearthpeace.org/
http://www.idopp.onearthpeace.org/
http://www.idopp.onearthpeace.org/
http://www.idopp.onearthpeace.org/
http://www.idopp.onearthpeace.org/
http://www.idopp.onearthpeace.org/
http://www.CASAFamilyDay.org
http://www.idopp.onearthpeace.org/
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Updates from Your Discernment Committee 
     The deadline for receiving applications was 
August 15th. We are now in the process of 
selecting candidates to interview and then we 
will be starting our telephone interviews. After 

these initial telephone  interviews, we will 
follow-up with on-site interviews.  Then 
we will invite the finalists to St. Luke's for a 
last interview.  Again, in fairness to them, we 

will necessarily be tight-lipped about 
numbers of candidates and their names.  We 
appreciate your prayers as we humbly try to 
understand God's choice for us at St. Luke's.    

News from the Stewardship Committee 
     The Stewardship Committee invites all 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ǘƻ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ 
September 22 at 5:45 pm in the Parish 
Hall.  The dinner kicks off the Fall Stewardship 
Campaign.  Join your fellow parishioners and 
the committee for food, fellowship, and 
some financial facts.  The committee hopes 
that everyone will come to celebrate the 

bounty we have received and will consider 
how we can give to the Lord through our 
monetary gifts to the church.  John Harwood, 
ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŘƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴ ŀǘ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
the speaker.  Dinner and program will 
conclude by 7:45 PM.   
     The Stewardship Season begins with the 
September 22 dinner and ends with the 

presentation of pledge cards on Sunday, 
October 25.  After prayerfully considering 
ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ 
place your pledge card in the plate on any 
Sunday during the Stewardship Season.  All 
cards will then be presented in church on 
October 25.  

  
άThe Lord shall preserve thy 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘȅ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴΧέ 

 

Passed into the Nearer Presence of the Lord  
 

Donald E. Daughenbaugh 
August 30, 1939 τ August 4, 2009 

 

Jay Gerlach 
July 12, 1914 τ August 13, 2009 

 

IN MEMORY OF JAY GERLACH 
 

     For many us who remember Jay, the image is likely to be of him standing at the 
stoves in the downstairs kitchen with his paddle (which is still being used) in his hand.  
He would be preparing food for Keystone Country Festival, Senior Lunches, Logan 
House dinners, church brunches etc. Anything to do with food found Jay at the helm.    
   

     tƭŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘŜŘ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ƛƴ WŀȅΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΦ  WŀȅΩǎ 
last wish was to have memorial gifts contributed to the Church Building Fund.  If you 
are interested in doing so, please contact Lenny Burgan.  We would like to purchase a 
commercial dishwasher to complete the kitchen. Contributions in memory of Jay 
would help realize that dream.  

Outreach Committee Report 

Vestry Highlights, August 2009 Meeting    

 At the vestry meeting on August 
11, members learned that fund raising 
and outreach projects are in full swing 
for the fall.  These include the Cruise-
in on September 5, the Holiday Bazaar on 
October 10, and multiple outreach projects.  
September 13 will a busy day with Rally 
Sunday and a Potluck and Parish Hayride to 
follow.  A Parish Retreat is scheduled to take 

place at Fort Roberdeau on October 
17.  Improvements to the buildings 
required attention, with two motions 
passed by the vestry to pay for repair 

work for the walls and floor of the kitchens 
and to evict the bats from the church proper.  
The total for these repairs is approximately 
$2,500.  With the coming of The Most Rev. 
Dr. Katharine Jefferts Schori, Presiding Bishop 

of the Episcopal Church to Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Camp Hill on September 12, a bus 
to transport interested parishioners has been 
organized for that day.  Our Bell Choir has 
been invited to play at the service.  Many 
thanks go to Nanette Anslinger for organizing 
the newsletter for the past several years.  She 
has decided not to continue with this task 
ŀŦǘŜǊ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ 

     Helping Others --- Look for new 
bins to be added in the Parish Hall.  
We are going to start collecting 
Campbell Soup Labels and General 
Mills box tops.  Both programs 
support education in the schools.  
We will also collect old eyeglasses to 
give to the Lions Club.  These bins will be 
ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άtŀǇŜǊōŀŎƪǎ ŦƻǊ tǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎέ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻƴŜǊ /ŀǊǘǊƛŘƎŜέ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōƛƴǎΦ   

     Speaking of books, those 
incarcerated at the Blair County 
Prison have been making good use 
of our donations and are asking for 
more books.  So, collect those 
ǇŀǇŜǊōŀŎƪ ōƻƻƪǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜŀŘ ƻǾŜǊ 
the summer and bring them in. 

     Community Meals --- Faith Methodist 
Church will use our facility for their 
community meal on September 19.  St. 

[ǳƪŜΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜŀƭ 
at Simpson-Temple on the fifth Saturdays 
of August 29 and October 31.  Please 
consider helping to serve these meals.  
Contact either Barbara Cook or Deacon 
Jack. 
     World AIDS Day ς-- {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
hosting a dinner and silent auction for the 
AIDS Intervention Project on December 1.  
The dinner will be catered. 


