
June 2010 

Parish Vision: Passion for God; Compassion for People 

LUKEõS LETTER 
A Newsletter of the People of St. Lukeõs Episcopal Church, Altoona, Pennsylvania 

From the Organ Bench 
Relay for Life 
Speaker at Convention 
Release Time Program 

 
 
 
2 

From our Companion Parish 
Vacation Bible School 
Ramp to Old Rectory 

 
 
3 

Paperbacks for Prisoners 
Fatherõs Day 
Congratulations Graduates 
Backpack Sunday 

 
 
 
4 

Calendars Insert 

Little Lukeõs Letter 5 - 6 

Treasurerõs Report 
Contact Information 
From the Parish Register 

 
 
7 

  

  

  

 

Worship Services 
 

Sundays: 
Holy Eucharist at 8:00 

and 
10:15 am, both  

followed by coffee  
and fellowship 

 

Wednesdays:  
Holy Eucharist with 

Healing Prayer  
at 10 am 

in the Old Rectory 
 

Thursdays:  
Evening Prayer  

at 6:30 pm 
 

 

Inside this issue: 

Deadline for the  
July  -  August Newsletter   

June 24th 

 άwŜƧƻƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ ŀƎŀƛƴ L ǿƛƭƭ 
say, Rejoice.  Let your gentleness be known 

to everyone.  The Lord is near.  Do not 
worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made know to God.  

And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and 

ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎΦέ 
Philippians 4: 4-7 

 These are the words that St. Paul 
wrote to the Philippians.  But they truly 
speak to us as well.  We are rejoicing with 
the news that we have a new Rector.  Fr. 
Paul Towers will begin his ministry with us 
mid-month.  He and his wife, Marian, are 
very excited, and a little anxious, about 
ōŜƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎΦ   
 All of this would not have been 
possible without the hard work, caring and 
commitment of our Discernment 
Committee.  I suspect that there were 
times when this Committee did worry 
about how things would work out, but 

through prayer, they took their requests to 
God.  And He answered their prayers 
throughout the entire process.  I am also 
certain that they are rejoicing with 
thanksgiving that their patience and 
perseverance has paid off.   
 We owe a great deal of gratitude to 
the Discernment Committee:  Dudley 
Karstensen, Chair; Angela Alley, Brian 
Amato, Amy Falbo, Jane Gable, Cal Griffith, 
Maddie Letsche, Jim Pritchard, Jim 
Schumacher, Flo Shuss, Patrick Stalter, and 
Ann VanVeenendaal.  Please remember to 
thank them when you see them.   
 ά¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ōŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΦέ  CǊΦ tŀǳƭ ǿǊƻǘŜ 
that on the back of the envelope sent with 
the signed paperwork accepting our call to 
him.  I echo those words as we begin 
another phase of our journey working for 
and with Christ.   

Peace, 
Mary E. Amato 
Senior Warden 

From the Senior Warden 

 Our last Sunday with The Rev. Christine Purcell was a wonderful time of sharing, thank-
ing and, of course, saying farewell.  Many times since that day, Pastor Christine has told me 
just how much that meant to her and that she holds the memory of it close to her heart. 
 Through your generosity, her basket was filled with wonderful gifts.  We thought you 
would like to know just what they were.    

 Pastor Christine also shared that she is holding us in her prayers as we continue on 
our journey especially now that we have called a new rector. 
 

Mary Amato 

Thank You 

A Ceramic Chalice and Paten  ! .ƻȄ ƻŦ DŀǊŘƴŜǊΩǎ /ŀƴŘȅ Assorted Books 

A Gift certificate for dinner at 
Peter Herdic Inn and Restaurant in 
Williamsport 

A Gift certificate to Art4U in 
Hollidaysburg  

A Gift certificate to Serenity Inn 
ŀƴŘ {Ǉŀ όŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ 
Institute) for a ½ day spa  

Gift Cards for: 
Barnes and Noble 
Olive Garden 
Staples  

A Stole for all Liturgical Seasons 
designed and create by her very 
dear friend, The Rev. Veronica 
Chappell  

5ŜƭDǊƻǎǎƻΩǎ {ŀǳŎŜ  -  Sunday 
Marinara 
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From the Organ Bench 
 As the rain continues to fall outside, and the coffee is 
brewing inside, I sit here still not fully able to grasp how 
blessed I am to be a part of St. Luke's.  This past "musical 
season" truly has been a journey of faith.  Our own "Bells 
Angels" played for the Presiding Bishop; we went on tour to a 
local retirement facility; and we are scheduled to participate in 
the upcoming Altoona Relay for Life event.  Our Chancel Choir 
worked jointly with the local choirs for a Thanksgiving service 
at Temple Beth Israel, and on two holiday concerts with the 
Festival Choir from the Cathedral.  We also shared in a joint 
choir/service with Bethany Lutheran for an Epiphany 
service.  Then came Lent and so much beautiful and moving 
music from both choirs; then Easter and Pentecost.  Wow!!! 
The dedication and commitment of each of you is simply a gift 

from God to me.  Thank You!  
I also want to extend a special "Thank You" to all those 
who have been dedicated to the establishment of our 

Taize services.  Our next Taize service will be held on Thursday, 
June 24th at 6:30PM.  The focus point of this service will be the 
Feast Day of St. John the Baptist.  There are still openings for 
other various instruments and vocals.  So if you would like to 
participate in the service, please see me or Deacon Jack.  We 
would love to include you.  
 For the Chancel Choir, our final Sunday to sing a choral 
anthem will be June 6th, with our final rehearsal being on June 
3rd.  For "Bells Angels", we will continue weekly rehearsals 
during the summer months as we have in the past.    
           Jim Dengler 

Emerging Church Leader to Speak at Convention 
 The chaplain and special guest speaker at Diocesan 
Convention this year will be the Rev. Brian D. McLaren. In 
addition to delivering the keynote address at the Friday 
business meeting, Dr.McLaren will also conduct a special 
workshop on Saturday morning at 8:00am in the Vaughn 
Lit Building/Trout Auditorium. This workshop is open to all, 
even if they are not attending convention on Friday and it 
is free of charge.  This workshop and the chance to hear 
Brian will be well worth an early morning trip to Bucknell 
University.                                                                                    
 Brian McLaren is an author, speaker, pastor, and networker 
among innovative Christian leaders, thinkers, and activists. He is 
a frequent guest on television, radio, and news media programs. 
Brian has been active in networking and mentoring church 

planters and pastors since the mid 1980's, and has assisted 
in the development of several new churches.  
 Dr. McLaren was the commencement speaker this 
year at Virginia Theological Seminary and received an 
honorary doctorate from the VTS at that time. 
 ! ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ .Ǌƛŀƴ aŎ[ŀǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ  A New 
Kind of Christianity, The Justice Project, Finding Our Way 
Again, Everything Must Change: Jesus, Global Crisis, and a 

Revolution of Hope, The Voice of Luke ,The Voice of Acts: The 
Dust Off Their Feet, The Secret Message of Jesus, A Generous 
Orthodoxy, The Last Word and the Word After That., The Story 
We Find Ourselves In, A New Kind of Christian, Church in 
Emerging Culture; Five Perspectives, Adventures in Missing the 
Point, and A is For Abductive. 

Report on the Ecumenical Conference Release Time Program 
 The spring session of the Release Time program with the 
Junior High School Life Skills students ended with the class held on 
Monday May 24, 2010. Thanks to the parish for your support of 
this new outreach initiative with the Ecumenical Conference and 
Pastor Peter Helmers and the good people of St. James Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. Special thanks to those from the parish who 

came out to lend their support, Emily Letsche, Penny Lescher, 
Kassy Oiweiler (sp).  and Joan Smith. Thanks also for our friends 
from Faith United Methodist Church. Barbara Crain, Joan Watters, 
Evelyn and Eldon Smith and Earl Walters. Helping with crafts this 
ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǘƻ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎΣ aǎ ¢ǊƛǎƘŀ aŎYŜǘƘŀƴΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ 
You Trisha, hope to see everyone again in the fall. 

 Over the last several months I have shared with you many 
of the programs and services offered by the American Cancer 
Society made possible by dollars raised during events like Relay 
for Life.  I hope you found them to be informative. 
  5ŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ /ŀƴŎŜǊΣ ƻǳǊ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
Relay .  ²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƻǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎŜŘ 
cases than ever before.  Getting ready for this years Relay for 
[ƛŦŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŀǎ ǿŜ w9a9a.9w ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ 
lost and CELEBRATE those who are currently fighting the 
battle.  Now we FIGHT BACK in the war!   
 άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ L ƘŜƭǇΚέ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪΧƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƛŘŜŀǎΦ   

¶  Come walk or rock with us anytime June 18th & 19th from 
noon to noon.  Sign up for a ½ hour or as many hours as 

ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜΦ  Bring a friend or family member to keep you 
company. (Sorry, no pets allowed).  

¶ Are you a survivor? Join us for the survivor dinner the 18th 
at 6:30pm.  Register now or at the Relay.  

¶ Cheer on the survivors, caregivers and team members as 
we take the track for the evening ceremonies.  Pre-show 
entertainment begins at 7:30.  

Spend the night with us, FUN, FUN, FUN all night long.  The 
Amazing Race is back again this year as is the He/She 
Contest.  LΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀȊȅ ƎŀƳŜǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƻƴ άaƛƴǳǘŜ 
¢ƻ ²ƛƴ Lǘέ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘΦ  There are many, many more 
activities.  ²Ŝ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇΗΗ 
  Please come join our race (outhouse race that is).  We are 
ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ άw¦{I ¢h ! /¦w9έΗΗ 

CǊƻƳ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ wŜƭŀȅ CƻǊ [ƛŦŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ¢ŜŀƳ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ 



 Mary Bollinger uses the recently completed access ramp into the Old 
Rectory Building to enter the room where the Wednesday morning    
Eucharist and Healing service is held.  
 Dan Rupp, another parishioner, built the access ramp.   
 /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ŀƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎ ƎƛŦǘ ǘƻ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎΦ 
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A Letter from Our Companion Parish 

! ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ 
Mission, Campinas, Brazil 

Each year from the Outreach 
Budget, a monetary gift is sent to 
ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΣ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ 
Mission in Campinas Brazil.  In this 
way we try to support this exciting 
mission church with our substance 

in addition to our weekly prayers. The following excerpts 
are from a letter acknowledging this gift to our companion 
parish church in Campinas, Brazil. 

5ŜŀǊ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ 

 άaȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ 9ǊƛŎ aŜǊŎŜǊ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Diocese of São Paulo, Brazil. I am also the assistant minister 
of the Parish of Santo Andre and Mission of São Lucas in 
Campinas. I am writing to you to send you greetings and 

many thanks from the children of São Lucas for the 
Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ омέ 

άLΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ wŜǾΦ {ŜǊƎƛƻ tŀŎƘŜŎƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
writing to your parish to tell you of what is happening at São 
Lucas. Just to let you know we have a group of 30 to 40 
children from a nearby shantytown who each Saturday 
receive lessons in computation, English and music and 
receive breakfast when they arrive and receive a food 
parcel each month for their families. They have religious 
instruction and at Easter and Christmas participate in 
theatrical presentations for the religious festivities. Every 
Sunday evening they participate in the celebration at the 
mission. 

 We are extremely grateful for your kind thoughts and 
ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦέ 

 Thank you, 
 Rev. Eric Mercer 

Vacation Bible SchoolτSunday June 13 thru Thursday June 17 

{ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎΣ .ŜǘƘŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ WŀƳŜǎ 
offer Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

 The VBS sessions will run from 
Sunday, June 13 thru Thursday, June 
17 from 5:30 thru 8:00pm at Bethany 
Evangelical Lutheran Church located 
at Third Avenue and 2nd St. The 
children will be given a healthy meal 
from 5:30 until 6:00pm and then their classes with rotate 
through music, crafts/science, story telling and games 
ending at 8:00pm. A closing ceremony, to which all families 
are invited and urged to attend will close the Thursday 
Evening June 17th session.               

 At Baobab Blast VBS, our kids will get a consistent 
ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǳƴŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƻǾŜΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛǎ 
planned to help kids understand how to build relationships 
with God, family, and other friends. As kids participate in 

the mission project, Africa Jam, they will 
ŀƭǎƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ 
community.  The Bible is at the center of 
the week providing interesting stories 
that create the framework for the day, 
and the kids are inspired to take the 
Bible messages home and spread the 
Word.                                                                                                                 

 At Baobab Blast, the critters, activity sites, storytelling 
DVD, Bible Books, music, and easy decorating ideas provide 
an exciting, energy-filled experience for our kids. At Baobab 
Blast, the Daily Themes are interwoven into all the activities 
in surprising new ways so that when the kids are learning, 
ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ 
community. All parent with children from pre-school 
through sixth grade are strongly urged to bring their 
children to Baobab Blast VBS.   

 Steps (actually a ramp) in the Right Direction 


