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Worship Services

Sundays:
Holy Eucharist at 8:00 and

10:15 am, both followed by
coffee and fellowship
Sunday School at 9:30 am

Wednesdays:
Holy Eucharist with Healing

Prayer at 10 am
in the Old Rectory

Thursdays:
Evening Prayer

at 6:30 pm

LUKE® LETTER

'A Newsl|l etter of t he

People of St. Lukeds

Parish VisiofPassion for God; Compassion for People

A Message from our Interim
Dear Friends,

¢CKSNE Aa |y 2ftR
want to make God laugh, make
LI | yaodé L
some divine chuckling in the past
month! As most of you know, your
Discernment Committee has
reopened its search for the next

Rector
Advent and Christmas were filled

With Reauy 4nd joy Rosmany gfgou

contributed talent and time to extra
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and supporting the many outreac
projects through which we were able
to help make the Christmas season
better for those beyond our walls.
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driginal plan, to make a call by the
ergrof 2009, has been revised (see
/| 2YYAGGSS
article on page 7), and so has mine,
which was to be turning things over
by the beginning of Lent. It seems the
Spirit has something else in mind for

Year, and the season of Epiphany,
which is all about unwrapping the gift

/ KI A NJ 5 dhatfw8sdgiver to Ndatd3he avSlg 40 &

Christmas. In these next several
weeks, we will be focusing on how
Christ iEmmanuelGodwith-us,

made manifest. And that, my brothers

allPo? < The Vestry and | have agreed and sisters, begins with you and me,

that | will continue to serve as your
Interim Rector through the end of
April.

| wrote to you all a year ago and
suggested that transition can be fun.
It has been that and so much more,
for me, in the past year. Not only have
you all welcomed me warmly, and
done all you can to help me get to
know this community and guide it
forward, but you have continued to
offer your gifts and your good will to
our common life and work. You have
been generous in every way.

and this community to which we are
all called in ministry and witness.

A mentor of mine once said, in an
interview with a prospective parish,
dye K2LJS yR LN
S ONRyYy3 2dzi (GKS
That is my hope too; and not just with
respect to you and me, but also for
how we all are one with another, as
we journey together into whatever it
is that the Spirit is up to in the months
to come.

NJ

6Sa

Blessings,

Clhosrtne +

Save These Dates in February:

Saturday, February 6 Progressive Dinnar 6:00 pm
Sunday, Februaryt7 Annual Parish Meeting and Pot Luck Lumch1:45 am
Tuesday, February 16Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper.00-7:00 pm
Sunday, February 28Backpack Soup Salell:45 am
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The Beginning of Lent: Just Around the Corner

As Christians, we are called to keep the forty days of February 17: Ash Wednesday Servic
Lent in repentance and renewal, in preparation for Holy Eucharist with the Imposition of Ash
Easter. This year, that greatest Feast of the year falls on 12 noon and 7 pm in the Church.
April 4, 2010 (which is, for those who like to know how
one arrives at this date, the first Sunday after the first full
moon after the vernal equinox, which is on March 20 this
year).

February 19: Stations of the Cross
6:30 pm in the Church, all five Fridays in =
Lent (2/19, 2/26, 3/5, 3/12, 3/19).

And our liturgy will reflect the mood of the season:

The hangings In the Church will be purple, and there will

be no flowers on the altar. On Sundays, Rite | will be used
February 16: Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper at the 8 am service and thtegnus Deid 6 [ Y6 h T D:
One last faladen blowout before the fast begins! Come will be used at the Fraction (the breaking of the Bread) in

Please mark these beginning Lent events on your cal:
endars:

for delicious pancakes and warm fellowship. both services.
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Over the past couple of years, the commu san bishop, thf: Rt. Rev. Nathan Baxter, will make
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arrival of a number of new faces. Some of you' __ ., [ ber 17, 2010.

have come with friends; some have been qcti\% If you are confirmed in a tradition other than

looking for a parish home; and some have just the above, or have been baptized but never con-

happened upon us and become comfortable here. firmed, your next step is to be confirmed in the Episcopal

aSYOSNEKALI Ay / KNARA(GQA 20/f8ch.iKgainahe ting foiitkaRtd tak® place/mRuld-beJ2 & 7
tolic Church comes through the Sacrament of Holy Bap- when Bishop Baxter makes his annual visitation and pre-
tism. Membership in the Episcopal branch of that Churchsides at the Sacrament of Holy Confirmation.

comes through Confirmation or Reception. If it is your If you are not yet baptized, your next step is to see
RSaANB G2 0S502YS | YSY0SNpgdbr chridtiffe, Whdalilfoe Rappy @ Mk Witk yod 2 dz |
uncertain about your membership status, please let about what it means to be baptized, and how you might

Pastor Christine or.Deacon Jack know, and we will be prepare for it. Confirmation would then come later.
happy to help you figure out what steps you need to take. h )/ 08 &2dz KI S 688y ty G277
If you are already a confirmed Episcopalian, your [dz] $Q& F2NJ 2yS &8I NE_ &2dz | N

YSEG &GS A& G2 KIFGS [ Syilthd\ledel bollyNt phridhfoseMlthat & Yelporiigle { U
from the parish where you were confirmed or most for the governance of the parish. In the meantime, there
recently a member. This will transfer your membership  zre many opportunities for you to share your gifts in the

to this parish. program and ministries of this communityand many of

If you are already confirmed in the Roman Catholic oiyou already are. Please know that in whatever way that
Lutheran traditions, your next step is to be received by you are here with us, you are most welcome, and we
an Episcopal bishop into the Episcopal Church. Our diocé¢hank God for your presence.

LYGSNBaAaUSR Ay . SAy3 [ 2yFANNVSR 2N wSO

.A&K2L) bl GKEY . FEGSNI 6 A fyear abdutbiing Cénfirted prddcéiv@d | wdyd bé dzy R |
October 17, 2010. At that time, he will preside at the happytooffer y LYy ljdZANBNBRQ /flaa ¥
Sacrament of Holy Baptism and/or Holy Confirmation/  providing there is sufficient interest. PLEASE let me know
Reception into the Episcopal Church as expressed in thisas soon as possible if you want to do this. Then, we will
parish body. figure out what works best for everyone in terms of

A number of you have said things to me in the past when to meet. Thanks! Christine+
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A Message received from Bishop Zebedee and Stella Masereka
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| am writing to express our deepest gratitude to you and all our supporters in y
Congregation for the very generous contribution of $6,600 towards the school fees}
the 20 students that your Church is assisting. Your continued support and prayers §
enabled us to retain many students in school. We do appreciate very much your ca
ment and loving concern for our orphaned children. We plan to send you a detaile¢s
report about the 20 children who are benefiting from your contribution.

Best wishes for the New Year and again our héslttgratitude to your Congregatio
With love,
Bishop Zebedee Masereka

CNRY {Gdd [dzZ1 SQa wStleé C2NI[AFS aAyAra

Greetings and Happy New Year to lalmy questto ~ To become a volunteer driver you must:

educate others in the programs offered by the American - Own a safe and reliable vehicle
/' yOSNI {20ASiez (GKAEA WReadiK -LROAS OKDIAANBYAZT DENBIROKHX
To RecovergndHope Lodge - Have proof of adequate auto insurance

Road to Recoveris a service offered by the ACS in - Have a good driving record
which volunteer drivers provide cancer patients with - Attend training
transportation to and from their scheduled medical For more information or to volunteer, calt888-227-
appointments. Drivers donate their time and the use of 5445.
their vehicle to help ensure that cancer patients get the Hope Lodgas a free, overnight facility offered to can-
lifesaving treatments they needAlthough family and cer patients and their families needing a place to stay
friends may be able to help, there are many times when while receiving cancer treatment$he Pennsylvania Divi-
GKS@BQNB y20 | @FLAflofSo sion has lodges in both Hershey and Philadelphia.

Would YOU like to help someone along the road to S ———
recovery?Volunteers are needed!!!! Relay For Life

Senior Luncheon February 3 Relay for Life Team Thanks You!
The February Senior Luncheon will be held on The Relay for Life Team wishes to extend a BIG THANK

2 SRYSaRI &YX CSoNXzt NBE o I |i YUty ewgryorigl\id helpedivittiiour CRrigtinas Qaokie
YSydz gAff AyOf dzRS K2 NE |RORySFdrdrhigeiats ofktd all th&woRd@rfullbgkérs; yod| | dzS
kraut, mashed potatoes, applesaur - are the heart of this endeavor.o everyone who purchaseq

and dessert. a tray, you are the key to the success of this projéas.
hope you enjoyed all those calorie free goodies.

¢CKS FAYLFf ydzYoSNAE I NBy Qi A
raised about $1800.00 for the American Cancer Society.

If you would like to help out witr fESEe
this important ministry, please con ' j

tact Debbie Burgan at 948786.
And it All Arrived Safely! A Thank You from Laura Karstensen

{dd [dzl SQax CKI Y1 @&2dz & 2thing!dd@ kit e avdutiammSnthTdda Raff lefin@ra ih S G N.
phone cards! My soldiers and | really appreciate your gbag. If flights are not delayed we will all be home with our
erosity. Several of my teams are located on very small datnilies just a day or two before Christmas. Thank you,

posts with very bad chow halls and no access to a PX again, for your support!

(convenience store), so they especially enjoyed every- Sincerely, CPT Laura Karstensen
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Following a casual conversa-  Carter of Bethany ELCA and Deacon Jack will be the con-
tion between Deacon Jack and tact persons on this project.
Pastor Betty Landis o'f Bgth_any This is a good example of
Lutheran Church, an invitation for the mter—% arish cooperation

CSUKEye G2 LI NI Y 5hledhEpdiopd shPLul dz‘luS \"*‘t{b
to serve a community meal on the b-

theran congregations that was iy
5" Saturdays in 2010 was ex- Sy GA ag}\ 2?)[ SR Ay mﬂ’ ﬁ‘ % 3R
tended. The parish council of Beth- , 5 v v 2 Y aidah? é% o C - =

any voted to approve the project. 7

which encouraged Episcopal “ ﬁ V o
As a result, Bethany will help to cook and serve the and Lutheran parishes to work - & ﬁ .

community meals at SimpseFfemple scheduled in 2010 together in joint mission and v M E_u"-':'
onJanuary 30, May 29, July 31, and October 30. Brian witness to the world.

Souper Bowl of Caring on Super Sunddebruary 7, 2010
tf

{do [d $Qa |, 2ddl K DNEdzLJ g
LI NIHAOALN G4S Ay (KS g8
on Super Bowl Sunday , February 7, 20

2 )/ﬂlﬁnsfbrmlhgisuper Bowl weehd into
ef KB NI NR 2 ¥ Hlad weekaddiod &
giving and serving.

More than 20 years ago, the Souper
Bowl of Caring began with a simple prayer
from a single youth groupd [ 2 NR X

Please plan to bring in a canned food
item on Sunday February 7, 2010, and to
make a monetary contribution that will go
enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help to the Altoona Food Bank. As part of the
us to be mindful of those without even a effort to serve those who are in need, the
o2¢f 2F az2dzld G2 Stk (¢ Youth Group will also help serve the community meal

Since that day, more than $60 million has been ra|seé? SAY3 LINBQGARSR o0& {l® [d7 SQ
for local charities across the country through the Souper €hurch on Saturday January 30, 2010 at Simfgomple

Bowl of Caring. It has become a powerful movement thatUnited Parish.

Thank You From Debbie Burgan

My Dear St. Lukeds Fami | y andallthe donations.

| wantto thank each and every onefof ghyou did | just want you all to know how much all this meant to
during and afteenny's illnesdl. the support, all the prayers, Lenny and |I. We have such a wonderful family here at St.
all the meals, all the phone calls, all the visits, the runs tolthke's; you all need a pat on the back. Thank you from the
grocery staak the wonderful candsnny would tell everyonebottom of my of heart to every one of you.
how many cards he got and how much theyhin@&ant I love you alll. dDebbie Burgan
everyomneho helped or madeftwddenny's Funeral Dinner,

Backpack Soup Sale is Februay 28 || ¢ NB I &8 dzZNB NXa wS 1Liz2 N

The winter winds are blowing! Come warm your body and squl
with a variety of homemade soups at the annual Soup Sunday ¢ December Income from Pledges $ 26,883.38
benefit The Backpack As always, we ask a donation of $5 per pgrsogss December Disbursements - 27,297.84
or $15 per family for all you can eat homemade soup, bread, saladDeficit December - 414.46
and dessert!Sign up sheets for donating a pot of your favorite
homemade soup is on the buIIvetin boarg across frqm the Choi[ Large expenses included Fair Share of $2,557.00.
\t/;/lozsezgg\te”L F @2d2QR NI GKSNJ R2y I GS||I "RSaaSNI QDIE;iJotﬁyB%r{to %’regsurgrz Yl




A New Decade for St. Lukebs Sunday Sc

Sunday School classes have been on Christmas Break and will resume on January 10 ", 2010. Classes will continue using the
Spark to Activate Faith Program and encourage St. Lukeds Su

Skyl ardés Puppet Show

During Sunday School Break the chil denactins put on a
the Birth of Baby Jesus. Everybody got in the act while Skylar directed the

impromptu miniature ministry.

Godl! y Pl ay Program Receli ves Grant fro

Exciting News!!! The Door Keeper and the Story Teller Godly Play Dates for January through May 2010
of Godly Play at St. Lukeds, Altoona, Suadap Udngafy3ior a grant
with the Childrends Commi ssion of theSur%by?lfeBrﬁeﬁyZSf Central
Pennsylvania. On the | ast day of ZOOQSunﬁa}y,'Ma}‘CH%eGS received
a $500.00 Grant to enhance their newly formed Godly Sunday, April 25
Play Program! This funding will be used :

to purchase Godly Play materials for the Sunday, May 23 (Sunday School Closing)

tel“ng of the Sacred Stories and Please keep in mind that it is very

Parables. important for your child to arrive in
Godly Play will continue to be our time for the beginning of the story,

Sunday School offering one Sunday which is PROMPTLY at 9:30 am.

each month. All ages are welcome. Thank you!



