BURNING BOOKS LIST ANNOUNCED FOR 2008-2009

This year the Burning
Books discussion group will meet
on the last Tuesday of the month
(except December) from September
through May. The group—which
is open to the public —seeks to find
through reading and informal
discussion what the
authors have to say
about major themes
of human life—love,
fear, mortality,
redemption, and
forgiveness. These
“burning” issues
give us the title of the discussion
group. You are always welcome
to participate in one or all of these
discussions.

September 30
My Life in France by Julia Child
In this delightful memoir of
the famous chef’s first sojourn in
France, Julia Child’s joie de vivre
and passion for cooking were
evident. Her mastery of cooking,
however, was still to come. With
humor and charm, Child’s memoir
is a feast of adventure, interesting
friends, and marvelous food.
We'll begin at 6:30 with a “light”
French meal. Sign up by calling
the parish office at 942-1372 to let
us know that you will bring a dish
to share.
October 28
Something Wicked This Way Comes
by Ray Bradbury
In this masterpiece of
modern Gothic literature, Bradbury
weaves a memorable story of two
boys, James Nightshade and
William Halloway, and the evil
that, with the arrival of a
mysterious carnival one Autumn
midnight, grips their small

Midwestern town. Explore themes
of good and evil in this suspenseful
novel, just right for late October.
November 25
Funny in Farsi: a Memoir of Growing
Up Iranian in America
by Firoozeh Dumas
This lighthearted memoir
chronicles the author's move
from Iran to America in 1971 at
age seven, the antics of her
extended family, and the
perceptions of American
culture through the eyes of a
young immigrant.
Januvary 27
A Thousand Splendid Suns
by Khaled Hosseini
Set in Afghanistan, as is
Afghani-American Hosseini’s
previous best-seller The Kite
Runner, this story is set in the
turmoil that ensued after the fall of
the monarchy in 1973. The tale of
Mariam and Laila allows the reader
a peek behind the burqa, to the
heart of Afghanistan.

February 24
Garden Spells by Sarah Addison
Allen
In a garden surrounded by
a tall fence, tucked away behind a
small, quiet house in an even
smaller town, is an apple tree that
is rumored to bear a very special
sort of fruit. In this luminous debut
novel, Sarah Addison Allen tells
the story of that enchanted tree,
and the extraordinary people who
tend it.
March 31
The Faith Club: Three Women Search
for Understanding by Ranya Idliby

The Faith Club started
when an American Muslim of
Palestinian descent recruited a

Christian and a Jew to write a
children's book about their three
religions. As the women's meetings
began, their own adult struggles
with faith and religion emerged.
They needed to air their concerns,
admit their ignorance, and explore
their own faiths. This memoir
developed from their
conversations.

April 28
Madisie Dobbs by Jacqueline
Winspear

Through her intelligence
and the patronage of her
benevolent employers, young
housemaid Maisie Dobbs works
her way into college at Cambridge.
When World War I breaks out,
Maisie goes to the front as a nurse.
After the War, Maisie sets out on
her own as a private investigator.
But her very first assignment,
seemingly an ordinary infidelity
case, soon reveals a much deeper,
darker web of secrets, which will
force Maisie to revisit the horrors
of the Great War and the love she
left behind.

May 26
Dreamers of the Day by Mary Doria
Russell

Agnes Shanklin is a long-
suffering schoolteacher who
inherits a modest fortune from her
controlling, critical mother and
other family members, all lost in
the Great Influenza pandemic of
1918. Agnes and her dachshund
Rosie travel to Egypt, where she
meets T. E. Lawrence, Gertrude
Bell, the young Winston Churchill,
and a courtly man of mystery.
Dramatic, romantic, highly
improbable, and great fun!



